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REFERRALS
Call me with your 

referrals!  A closed 
escrow as a result 
will entitle you to

DINNER FOR TWO
at the restaurant
of your choice 

SANTA CRUZ COUNTY SINGLE FAMILY STATISTICS
Santa Cruz Association of Realtors  ®

Dear Friends and Clients:

My Current Listings

 

Visit me online at www.MySantaCruzRealEstate.com
for property searches, mortgage information and much more!

LaurenBest Regards, 

108 Victoria Lane, Aptos - Meadow Ranch 6 BR/4 BA, 4,064 SF 
home with media room, basketball/tennis area.  $1,680,000

1550 & 1554 Meadowridge Road, Corralitos  - Two charming 
Corralitos country farmhouses on 10.9 acres.  $1,450,000

1304 Via Tornasol, Aptos - Elegant retreat w/spectacular 
ocean  & white water views. 2 BR/2 BA 1,859 SF. Private path to 
the beach.  $1,399,000

100 Rapetta Road, Santa Cruz - Custom elegance in this 3 
BR/2.5 BA, 2750 SF home in Carbonera Estates. $1,125,000

2888 Estate Drive, Aptos - Charming Aptos home 5 BR/4 BA 
2832 SF on a 10,977 SF lot. $1,100,000 

338 Treasure Island, Aptos - European Flair at the Beach. 
Expansive ocean views.   $950,000

1488 Dolphin Drive, Aptos - Rio Del Mar Beach Condo. This 
sunny 3BD/2.5BA condo, includes a complex pool.  $559,000

0 Byers Lane , La Selva Beach - 2 parcels approx. 17.29 acres 
w/ some ocean views. Wooded & sloping land. Potential for 
development.   $395,000

Follow me on Facebook at 
Facebook.com/LaurenSpencerRealtor
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UPCOMING EVENTS
IN SANTA CRUZ COUNTY!
JULY 04, 2015 - SCOTTS VALLEY 4TH OF JULY PARADE & 
FIREWORKS! Parade, outrageous BBQ, music, games, 
petting zoo & much more. Advance tickets $6, at the door $8 
(4 and under free).
JULY 04, 2015 - APTOS 4TH OF JULY CELEBRATION. 
"World's Shortest Parade." Pancake breakfast 7:30am, parade 
at 10am, live music, games, arts & crafts 11am-4pm.
JULY 18, 2015 - PASSPORT DAYS Santa Cruz Mountain 
Wineries. Come celebrate the generations of farmers, 
vintners and families that are the roots of the Santa Cruz 
Mountains wine region.
JULY 18-19, 2015 - TEQUILA & TACO MUSIC FESTIVAL! 
Downtown Santa Cruz. Saturday, tequila takes center stage 
with a variety of top shelf tequila and Mezcal sampling, live 
music all day along with gourmet street tacos. Sunday is 
Margarita Sunday Funday in downtown Santa Cruz.
JULY 24, 2015 - AUGUST 02, 2015 - A DAY OUT WITH 
THOMAS THE TANK ENGINE! Roaring Camp - Felton, CA. 
Join Thomas the Tank Engine as he travels along the scenic 
San Lorenzo River. Ticket includes activities and entertain-
ment for the entire family. Reservations required.
JULY 26, 2015 - 43RD ANNUAL WHARF TO WHARF RACE. 
The annual 6-mile, scenic, seaside run from Santa Cruz to 
Capitola-by-the-Sea is widely acclaimed "The best little road 
race in California". 

Make a Fantastic 1st
Impression on Buyers
1. Mow, prune bushes, remove dead tree branches.

2. Clean the front door and lintels; paint if necessary.

3. Check for leaks throughout the house. A drip may 
not seem important, but it could suggest poor 
maintenance elsewhere in the house. Don’t leave room 
for doubt in a buyer’s mind.

4. Clean out closets and storage areas. Donate old 
clothes and furniture to local charities. This will create 
a sense of greater space in the home.

5. Professionally clean the carpets, especially if the 
carpeting will remain for the new owners.

6. Flip every switch to make sure the electrical works 
throughout the house. Prospective home buyers will 
do this. Fix any switches that need help.

7. Caulk around tubs and sinks. New caulk looks better 
than old caulk, and you’ll also prevent tricky leaks.

8. Replace lightbulbs that don’t work and use as much 
wattage as the fixture will take. Good illumination 
makes your home seem light and airy.

9. Tour the property from the perspective of a 
first-time visitor. Is there anything that may seem 
uncomfortable to visitors? The 30-year-old green shag 
carpeting can be off-putting and mirrors in poorly lit 
basements can be dangerous, for example.

10. Clean out medicine cabinets. Remove out-of-date 
items, and consider removing prescription pills when 
buyers visit. Buyers might look in every nook.

11. If you have a pet, make arrangements to have it 
elsewhere when your home is being shown. Some 
people have allergies.

12. Ask your broker to examine the property for 
specific showing tips to make your home more 
attractive when compared to others in the area.

Realtor.com

Not only has summer arrived, but it is time for the July 
4th celebration! It is so fun to have it light by 5:15am 
(yes I am up that early) and stay light until 9pm. I love 
the long days! I have done 3 seperate 100K rides with 
my husband since April, and am excited to have finished 
the rides. And what about the Warriors?? Wasn’t that an 
amazing series?!

The real estate market in Santa Cruz has continued to be 
a strong market. Not so much in the number of sales, 
but in the Average and Median price ranges. The 
Average for June 2015 is up $75,742 from 2014, this 
means it is up 10% for this year already, and the Median 
is up $57,000. Those are great numbers.

It is still a sellers market but not quite as crazy as in the 
Spring time. The inventory of homes for sale remains 
lower than 2014. That has been the cause for  some 
multiple offers and bidding wars, mainly for specific 
price ranges ($800,000 - $1 million is the most active), 
but there are also some bidding wars in the higher price 
ranges too. Second homes are also selling, but they are 
in a category of their own. And then there are some 
homes that are selling but just taking a little longer, and 
when they finally do get an offer, they often get more 
than one offer. It continues to be a wild ride.

Interest rates are rising. A 30 year jumbo conforming 
fixed rate mortgage ($417,000-$625,500) is now 4.3% up 
from the high 3’s a month ago. That is still a low rate 
when you think about it, but we have been spoiled for a 
long time.

I hope you enjoy the rest of the summer.

Active Pending Sold Average Median
APRIL 414 189 180 $829,947 $752,500 
MAY 405 239 188 $793,700 $684,500 
JUNE 412 164 152 $836,806 $742,000 
2014 Active Pending Sold Average Median
APRIL 482 159 156 $712,101 $626,500 
MAY 513 200 172 $791,732 $677,000 
JUNE 524 193 185 $761,064 $685,000 
2013 Active Pending Sold Average Median
APRIL 519 185 145 $702,640 $640,000 
MAY 543 203 231 $639,699 $620,000 
JUNE 566 178 192 $661,604 $585,500 



Summertime is the season for outdoor living. 
Plants and trees �ll out with greenery, �owers 
burst into bloom, and it just feels good to be 
outside. So why not move your lifestyle into 
your back yard? 

Outdoor living isn't just about cookouts 
anymore. There are countless ways to go out of 
the house and onto the lawn. Here are a few: 
1. Go camping in your own back yard. 
If you're an outdoorsy type who likes to sleep under the stars, you don't have to travel far or invest in a 
bunch of fancy camping equipment. Instead, set up a tent in the back yard. For a rustic, casual feel, simply 
run a rope between two trees and drape canvas over it, teepee-style. Just make sure that you have bug 
spray or netting on hand to ward o� pesky insects.

2. Create an outdoor movie theater. 
If you have access to a projector, you can show movies o� of your computer in your own yard as soon as it 
gets dark. Think outside the box; hang up a white sheet instead of a conventional screen. Lay out sleeping 
bags, cushions, air mattresses, and anything else to make a cozy space to watch your favorite �lms.

3. Light up the night. 
Strings of white lights can turn a yard into a magical space after dark. The great news is that there is an 
energy-e�cient way to add some sparkle to your evening events: solar lights. Solar lights charge all day in 
the sun and then burst to life once the sun goes down. For an elegant e�ect, you can replace chandelier 
bulbs with solar lights and hang the chandelier outdoors.

4. Build an old-fashioned tree house or fort. 
Not all tree houses have to be fully-functional small replicas of real homes. Remember the kind of tree 
house you built when you were a kid by nailing planks on a trunk to create a ladder and creating a 
platform in the branches from which you could oversee the yard or the neighborhood? If you aren't a 
skilled carpenter, consider going back to the basics.

5. Fashion a �re pit. 
A simple way to create a back yard �re pit requires little more than some stones from your local home 
improvement store. If you're not sure where to begin, go online and look for directions for crafting a 
simple area where you can toast s'mores and tell spooky stories around the camp�re.

6. String a hammock. 
If you don't have good trees in your yard, you can always buy a freestanding hammock. Nothing beats 
relaxing in a gently swaying hammock with a book and a cold drink on a hot summer afternoon.

7. Buy or make some funky furnishings. 
There's a ton of outdoor furniture on the market, and some of it mimics what you might see indoors for 
living and dining. But you don't have to buy expensive furniture to enjoy your yard. Use naturally rustic 
elements in unusual ways: craft tables out of whiskey barrels, or turn a simple wooden platform and a 
waterproof mattress or cushions into a day bed for your porch or patio. If you have a pool (or even if you 
don't), you can rig an outdoor shower with a hose a nozzle hanging from a tree.

What's more inviting than fresh air and relaxation? You don't have to have a gazebo or in-ground pool to 
turn your back yard into the place you want to spend your summer. When it comes to outdoor living, 
you're only limited by your imagination.                  Hansbrings.realtytimes.com

FUN IDEAS FOR OUTDOOR 
LIVING THIS SUMMER

When it comes to choosing a real 
estate agent, you obviously want 
someone that’s knowledgeable 
about what they do, but you also 
want someone who will be there 
every step of the way.  Here are 
some things that your agent 
SHOULD be doing for you:

Constant Communication
When you’re in the process of buying or selling a 
home, communication is vital for every decision and 
step. For example, if you haven’t heard from your 
agent in weeks and they hardly pick up their phone, 
then you might want to start looking for someone 
else. If your agent cares about you, they will make 
time to answer your phone calls. 

Being a Real Expert
A good real estate agent that wants the best for you 
will tell you the truth even if it means taking longer to 
sell your home or �nding you the right home. If the 
agent that you choose really is an expert, they will 
not fail to give you honest, well researched advice. 

Going Above and Beyond
Your real estate agent should be doing everything in 
their power to sell your home or �nd you the right 
home. This means that your agent should be using all 
of the tools and resources available to them.

No Pressure
While your agent should give you advice based o� of 
their experience, they should never pressure you to 
do anything that you aren’t comfortable doing. 
Agents are expected to steer you in the right 
direction, but if your agent seems like they are being 
pushy or inconsiderate it’s best to �nd someone else.  

Following Up
Your agent should call you after all is said and done to 
follow up and make sure that everything is okay. By 
doing this, your agent is showing that they really do 
care about providing great customer service and 
maintaining a long-term relationship.

 RealtyTimes.com

HOW DO YOU KNOW YOUR 
AGENT IS DOING A GOOD JOB?

Buying a second home in order to lease it can be a 
solid investment idea. Rental properties have long 
been an investment of 
choice for long-term 
thinkers. So, if you want 
to invest in property, 
here are some ways you 
can take advantage of 
market conditions:

Rental home:

Typically, a home 
purchased to rent or 
lease should fall in the 
middle of the income bracket of its neighborhood. For 
your renters to be comfortable there and want to stay 
long term, it should be a neighborhood where they 
can make friends, establish relationships, send 
children to local schools, play and worship.

When your renters �t into the neighborhood, you can 
expect them to form a longer relationship with you. 
This means that your rental won’t be empty as often. 
Each time renters leave, you incur expenses for 
refurbishing the home for the next renter and loss of 
income from the empty home. As real estate profes-
sionals, we can advise you on the right range of rental 
price for the neighborhood in which you plan to buy.

Vacation rental:

Di�erent from a regular rental home, a vacation rental 
can be available from terms as short as a single night 
or weekend to as long as a season (three to four 
months). Especially for families, renting a vacation 
home typically o�ers more space at a lower cost than 
hotel rooms, and allows for home-cooked meals and a 
private, relaxing atmosphere.

Because the home needs to be furnished, the initial 
costs may be higher, but short-term and vacation 
rental rates can be much higher than long-term rental 
rates. Care and maintenance between renters usually 
doesn’t require extensive repairs, painting or replac-
ing carpets either. An advantage to a vacation rental is 
that you can block out time for your own family to use 
the place as well. Just don’t leave lots of personal 
items there.

Being a landlord

Not everyone is cut out to take on the role of landlord. 
If you invest in a long-term rental, especially if it is out 
of town, consider hiring a property manager familiar 
with the area. 

 RealtyTimes.com

BUYING AN INVESTMENT HOME
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